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Never forget that "the oldies are the goodies", but also that
"variety is the spice of life".
I’m off to Hobart to record concertos by Malcolm Williamson with the
Tasmanian Symphony for the Hyperion label in London. My partner in
crime will be Howard Shelley, the British conductor and pianist of
surpassing natural musicality and intelligence. It will be a week of intense
concentration, culminating in a public performance of the second concerto
on Saturday night.
The following day, overseas artists for the Australian Festival of Chamber
Music will start to arrive in Australia. Some won’t arrive until Wednesday
the 25th, the first day of rehearsals. As always, they’ll somehow cope with
the crazily demanding schedule of rehearsals and performances – but
those who can, and who know what jetlag means, will get here as early as
possible!
Williamson’s Second Concerto will feature in the Governor’s Gala concert
on the first Saturday evening of the festival. It is orchestrated just for

Tue

Evenings

JUL

17
7:00PM
Sat

JUL

21
2:30PM

Sydney
international Piano
Competition Of
Australia 2012

strings, so it qualifies as a "chamber" concerto and will complement a
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fascinating process. Often ideas I have early on don’t eventuate for one
reason or another and have to await presentation in a different year.
Sometimes, little lateral shifts of thought take months to occur. I might
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have to take their chance with lesser-known works by those same
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Claire’s inevitable dance around her instruments and the intensity and
range of colours and rhythms made people leap to their feet as it ended,
out of admiration and visceral thrill. Often people say they don’t like
contemporary music, but, if presented in the right circumstances, it can be
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as communicative and telling as Schubert, of course.
Programming requires a delicate balance. I remember Nicholas Kenyon,
former Director of the Proms in London, telling me that if he programmed
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one rare or contemporary piece in three, it affected audience size
adversely – but one in four, people accepted. I’ve tended to use that as a
rule-of-thumb when programming for Townsville, bearing in mind that "the
oldies are the goodies", but also that "variety is the spice of life".
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Choosing artists to provide that variety is anther sensitive business! More
on that next blog…
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